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Harrison	Bergeron	Short	Story	Testby	Rosa's	English	Goodies	GaloreThis	12	question	multiple-choice	quiz	plus	1	short	answer	and	1	bonus	essay	assesses	student	understanding	from	recall	to	high-level	inferencing	using	text	evidence	questions	for	the	short	story	"Harrison	Bergeron"	by	Kurt	Vonnegut.The	story	is	a	dystopian	science	fiction	piece
about	society	in	2081	where	individuals	are	forced	handicaps	to	make	them	intellectually	and	physically	equal	to	everyone	else.	George	and	Hazel	Bergeron	have	their	14	year	old	son,	Harrison,	taken	away	because	of	his	excHarrison	Bergeron	Teaching	Kitby	This	kit	for	teaching	Kurt	Vonnegut's	Harrison	Bergeron	includes	probing	story	introduction
and	discussion	questions,	questions	for	each	section,	a	final	project,	and	a	final	quiz.	NOTE:	This	kit	includes	questions	specifically	tailored	for	Kurt	Vonnegut's	Harrison	Bergeron	as	written	for	McDougal	Littell	Literature:	Student	Edition	Grade	10	2008	(pages	34-40).	Questions	and	question	ideas	are	original	and	include	variations	of	McDougal
Littell	suggested.Video	guide	lesson	for	2081	created	by	The	House	of	Roush.	***included	in	The	Giver:	5	Week	Common	Core	Unit***	"2081"	is	a	video	based	on	Kurt	Vonnegut's	"Harrison	Bergeron"	and	will	need	to	be	purchased	independently	to	teach	this	lesson	from	Activity	includes	a	pre-video	discussion	worksheet,	video	guide	questions
consisting	of	five	in-depth	critical	thinking	questions,	and	an	answer	key.	Used	with	middle	school	/	junior	high	students	prior	to	readingSubjects:FREE	Harrison	Bergeron	Character	Map	Worksheetby	Free	Harrison	Bergeron	Printable	Character	Map!Use	this	great	character	map	worksheet	to	engage	your	students	in	the	classroom.	Have	students
track	various	character	traits,	important	quotes,	and	more	while	reading!	This	worksheet	is	adaptable	to	suit	your	specific	needs	in	the	classroom.	✎	Looking	for	more?	See	our	full	lesson	plan:	Harrison	Bergeron	Lesson	Plans	and	Activities****************************************************************You	may	also	like...✎	Plot	Diagram	Lesson	Plan✎
EpiHarrison	Bergeron	with	Common	Core	Text	Dependent	Analysisby	This	is	perfect	tool	for	your	students'	first	read	of	Kurt	Vonnegut's	acclaimed	short	story	"Harrison	Bergeron."	Common	Core	aligned,	text-dependent	questions	are	embedded	throughout	the	text	to	ensure	both	comprehension	and	critical	analysis	of	the	text.	Questions	are
presented	in	a	variety	of	ways,	including	multiple	choice,	short	response,	and	chart	mechanism.Prereading	-	"Harrison	Bergeron"by	In	this	prereading	activity,	students	use	the	provided	list	of	words	to	create	a	prediction	about	what	they	think	the	short	story	will	be	about.	Give	each	student	a	copy	of	the	Prereading	Prediction	activity,	ask	them	to
write	a	paragraph	summary	of	what	they	think	the	story	will	be	about,	then	the	students	can	return	to	this	activity	after	reading	to	discuss	how	accurate	their	predictions	were.Page	2BDA	Quiz	for	Kurt	Vonnegut	"Harrison	Bergeron."	An	effective	way	to	hold	students	accountable	for	reading	is	to	use	BDA	quizzes.	BDA	stands	for	Before,	During,	and
After.	The	students	write	one	sentence	that	describes	what	happened	immediately	before	the	quote,	one	sentence	that	describes	what	is	happening	during	the	quote,	and	one	sentence	describing	what	occurs	directly	following	the	quote.	The	students	must	be	specific	in	their	answers,	proving	that	they	have	knowledge	of	the	text	assigned.	This
Launchpad,	adapted	from	,	provides	background	materials	and	discussion	questions	to	enhance	your	reading	and	understanding	of	Kurt	Vonnegut,	Jr.’s	1961	short	story	“Harrison	Bergeron.”	After	reading	the	story,	you	can	click	on	the	videos	to	hear	editors	Amy	A.	Kass,	Leon	R.	Kass,	and	Diana	Schaub	converse	with	guest	host	James	W.	Ceaser
(University	of	Virginia)	about	the	story.	These	videos	are	meant	to	raise	additional	questions	and	enhance	discussion,	not	replace	it.	Thinking	about	the	Text	Kurt	Vonnegut’s	story	paints	a	picture	of	a	society	that	few	of	us	would	gladly	embrace,	even	those	of	us	who	care	deeply	about	social	equality.	It	thus	invites	us	to	think	about	the	society
presented;	its	rebellious	genius,	Harrison	Bergeron;	as	well	as	Vonnegut’s	purpose.	The	Society	Describe	Vonnegut’s	America.	Are	there	positive	aspects	of	this	society?	What	is	lacking?	Why	do	you	think	it	adopted	its	practices	of	making	everyone	equal	in	brains,	beauty,	and	brawn?	Is	it	a	good	thing	for	people	to	believe	that	no	one	is	better	than
anyone	else?	Would	it	be	a	good	thing	if,	in	fact,	no	person	were	better	than	any	other	person?	The	above	video	includes	a	panel	discussion	of	Vonnegut's	America	and	the	question:	"Are	there	positive	aspects	of	this	society?"	Harrison	Bergeron,	the	Character	What	do	you	make	of	Harrison	Bergeron	himself?	Does	he	represent	the	American	dream	to
“be	all	you	can	be”?	What	do	you	admire	about	Harrison?	Are	there	aspects	of	his	behavior	that	concern	you?	Do	we	have	any	idea	of	what	sort	of	ruler	he	might	have	been	and	toward	what	end	he	would	have	ruled?	Would	he	be	better	or	worse	than	the	Handicapper	General	and	her	agents?	The	video	of	the	panel	discussion	continues	with
examination	of	the	question	"What	do	you	make	of	Harrison	Bergeron	himself?"	“Harrison	Bergeron,”	the	Story	With	whom	do	you	think	Vonnegut	sympathizes	in	the	story?	Does	he	present	Harrison	as	a	hero,	or	is	the	story	heroless?	Why?	What	is	being	satirized	in	this	story?	Why	do	you	think	Vonnegut	wrote	it?	Is	Vonnegut’s	story	finally	a
cautionary	tale	about	the	importance	of	freedom?	Of	individuality?	Of	human	excellence?	Or	is	he	aiming	at	something	else?	The	third	part	of	the	Vonnegut	panel	discussion	explores	the	question	"What	do	you	think	is	being	satirized	in	this	story?	Thinking	with	the	Text	Vonnegut’s	satire	invites	us	to	think,	first	and	foremost,	about	the	implications	of
the	pursuit	of	equality	in	relation	to	the	American	creed.	But	the	way	of	life	he	depicts	also	invites	us	to	think	anew	about	the	meaning	and	importance	of	the	“American	Dream,”	and	about	whether	technology	helps	or	hinders	the	American	character	and	our	prospects	for	happiness.	Equality	and	the	American	Creed	What	is	the	American	ideal	of
equality	as	conceived	in	both	the	Declaration	of	Independence,	Declaration	of	Rights	and	Sentiments,	and	the	Gettysburg	Address?	Do	the	two	documents	differ	in	how	they	describe	equality?	What	does	it	mean	when	we	say	that	“all	men	are	created	equal”	or	that	they	are	all	“endowed	by	their	Creator	with	certain	unalienable	rights”?	Is	the	society
described	in	the	story	a	fulfillment	of	the	American	principle	or	ideal	of	equality	or	a	perversion	of	that	principle	or	ideal?	Is	the	possession	of	a	right	to	pursue	happiness	hollow	if	we	lack	the	ability	to	exercise	it?	Why	do	Americans	love	equality?	Should	we?	Can	the	desire	for	it	ever	be	satisfied?	What	do	we	owe	those	of	our	fellow	citizens	who	are
worse	off	through	no	fault	of	their	own?	Is	it	true	that	a	society	riven	by	inequality—based	especially	on	the	inequality	of	talents—cannot	retain	the	attachment	of	all	of	its	citizens?	Base	your	responses	to	the	next	two	questions	on	the	segment	of	the	video	that	examines	the	question:	Is	the	society	described	a	fulfillment	of	the	American	ideal	of
equality	or	a	perversion	of	it?	If	the	two	ideals—human	excellence	and	equality—are	in	conflict,	which	one	should	we	hold	more	dear?	Must	one	be	pursued	at	the	expense	of	the	other?	Are	there	some	areas	in	life	in	which	we	wish	for	equality	more	than	human	excellence	and	others	we	don’t?	In	what	way(s)	or	under	what	circumstances	might	the
love	of	equality	be	compatible	with	competition?	With	the	pursuit	of	excellence?	The	above	video	clip	explores	the	question:	Is	the	love	of	equality	compatible	with	competition	or	the	pursuit	of	human	excellence?	The	American	Dream	The	tagline	for	the	1995	movie	version	of	Harrison	Bergeron	was:	“All	men	are	not	created	equal.	It	is	the	purpose	of
Government	to	make	them	so.”	Under	such	a	view,	what	happens	to	the	“American	Dream”—that	anyone	can	rise	and	prosper	as	a	result	of	hard	work	and	the	application	of	his	or	her	God-given	talents?	What	happens	to	the	American	Dream	if	it	should	turn	out	that	God-given	talents	are	profoundly	unequal	in	their	allotment?	Is	the	American	Dream
fair	or	just?	Which	should	society	reward	and	respect	most:	personal	effort	or	actual	accomplishment?	Technology	and	the	American	Character	The	next	question	explored	by	the	panel	is	"Would	you	object	if	society	sought	equality	not	by	handicapping	the	gifted	but	by	lifting	up	the	not-gifted?"	Would	you	object	if	society	sought	equality	not	by
handicapping	the	gifted	as	in	the	story,	but	by	lifting	up	the	not-gifted,	say	through	genetic	engineering	or	biotechnological	enhancement?	In	May	1961,	about	five	months	prior	to	the	appearance	of	Vonnegut’s	“Harrison	Bergeron,”	Newton	Minow,	then	chairman	of	the	Federal	Communications	Commission,	gave	a	memorable	speech	titled
“Television	and	the	Public	Interest,”	which	challenged	his	audience	as	follows:	"I	invite	each	of	you	to	sit	down	in	front	of	your	television	set	when	your	station	goes	on	the	air	and	stay	there,	for	a	day,	without	a	book,	without	a	magazine,	without	a	newspaper,	without	a	profit	and	loss	sheet	or	rating	book	to	distract	you.	Keep	your	eyes	glued	to	that
set	until	the	station	signs	off.	I	can	assure	you	that	what	you	will	observe	is	a	vast	wasteland.	You	will	see	a	procession	of	game	shows,	formula	comedies	about	totally	unbelievable	families,	blood	and	thunder,	mayhem,	violence,	sadism,	murder	.	.	.	and	cartoons.	And	endlessly	commercials—many	screaming,	cajoling,	and	offending.	And	most	of	all
boredom.	True,	you’ll	see	a	few	things	you	will	enjoy.	But	they	will	be	very,	very,	very	few.	And	if	you	think	I	exaggerate,	I	only	ask	you	to	try	it."	Since	1961,	TV	has	grown	in	leaps	and	bounds,	making	Americans	even	more	addicted	to	it	than	George	and	Hazel	and	their	society	were.	But	has	it	remained	the	“vast	wasteland”	that	Vonnegut	parodied
and	of	which	Minow	spoke?	Do	technologies	such	as	the	smart	phone,	social	media,	or	artificial	intelligence	improve	the	American	character	or	our	prospects	for	happiness?	
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